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GREEN TEAM/RECYCLING COMMITTEE

Friday, October 22, 2010 Courthouse & Government Center
10:30 AM. Board of Commissioners Room

REPORT

Members Present: Allan OShea, Chairperson, Glenn Lottie, Carl Rutske, and Susan
Wagner, County Planner

Others Present: Kathy Scarlata, Community Member; Mary Pitcher, AES Recycling
Coordinator; Kendra Thompson, Architect; Barry Lind, Airport
Manager; Mike Matesich, Bear Lake Schools Superintendant; Paul
Schulert, Airport Authority Member; Robert Giuszewski, Consumers
Energy; and Karen Molby, Personnel Officer/Administrative
Assistant

The meeting was called to order at 10:35 AM.

ITEMS REQUIRING BOARD ACTION

None.

i]M NOT REQUIRING BOARD ACTION

Mr. O’Shea provided the Committee with a brief report on the Michigan Energy Fair
which was held in Detroit, Michigan earlier this year. Apparently, there were less than
2,000 people who attended the same. He questioned whether or not there was any
interest in having the Fair held in Manistee County again. There was some thought
expressed that if an energy fair is to be held, that it should be run by an independent
source. He has also emailed Matt McCauley from the Northwest Michigan Council of
Governments to obtain further information More information will be provided regarding
this topic at future meetings.
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Mr. 0 Shea reported that he has had several discussions with Commissioner Jim
Krolczyk regarding the trash in Lake Michigan. Several pieces of correspondence, as
well as an editorial from the Traverse City Record Eagle, were reviewed by the
Committee. There was also an article in the October Newsweek magazine that was
distributed to Committee members for the review. Mr. Krolczyk is continuing to gather
information and it is anticipated he will present a Resolution to the Board regarding this
matter in the near future. (APPENDIX A)

Mr. OShea reported that there will be a Joint Building Department Ad Hoc Committee
meeting on October 22, 2010 at 11:30. Representatives from Manistee and Benzie
Counties will be attending this meeting to explore this possibility.

Mr. O’Shea provided the Committee with a presentation regarding the Gail Windpower
Project currently being explored in Manistee and Benzie Counties by Duke Energy. He
advised that there have been two Met Towers set up to gather data and approximately
5,000 acres have been leased in Manistee County already. He stated that this project
is a huge undertaking and it will most likely be 2012 or 2013 before anything could
actually be started. The next step will be to have Power Purchase Agreements signed
with a utility company and these will probably be out in January or February 2011.
More information regarding this project can be found at their website:

(APPENDIX B)

The meeting adjourned at 11:30 A.M.

Allan O’Shea, Chairperson

Glenn Lottie, Commissioner

Jim Krolczyk, Commissioner

Susan Wagner. County Planner
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** Enformation from Coinnissioner Jim Krolczyk. September 2010 **

SEWAGE

Main culprit is combined sewers

Food wrappers, cigar tips, tampons, syringes and woody debris are washing up on west Michigan shores

again in what looks to be a repeat of the summer of 2008, when tons of “mystery trash” fouled

shorelines there.

The U.S. Coast Guard says it continues to investigate the 2008 pollution, but after nearly two years has

failed to identify the source. Now the pressure is on.

In late July, torrential rains struck again, and some 8.5 billion gallons of sewage mixed with storm water

and the street litter it ferries was flushed into Lake Michigan - more than 2 billion gallons from

Milwaukee topped by another 6.5 billion gallons from Chicago.

Though it’s not clear exactly who’s to blame for Michigan’s latest trash problem, one thing is clear: It’s

disgusting. It’s also unacceptable, coming 40 years after passage of the federal Clean Water Act.

And it’s not just a local problem. A new report analyzing government data from five Great Lakes cities -

Detroit, Cleveland, Buffalo, Milwaukee and Gary, md. - found that together they discharged 41 billion

gallons of untreated sewage and storm water into the lakes from January 2009 through January 2010.

The main culprit: combined sewer systems that collect arid treat both storm water and sanitary sewage,

and that are often overwhelmed by heavy rains. Solving this problem requires a combination of

investments in gray infrastructure, such as Milwaukee and Chicago’s Deep Tunnel projects, and green

jnjctuye - parks, trees, rain gardens, wetlands and green roofs - to capture and cleanse storm water.

With climate change predicted to deliver rain to the region in more frequent flooding downpours. the

Great Lakes need an equal measure ofcarrot and stick: dollars to deliver climate-ready, 21St century

sewage solutions and regulators willing to enforce those solutions ifcommunities don’t step up.

Joel Brammeler
President & CEO
Alliance for the Great Lakes
Chicago
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Traverse City Record Eagle

Editorial: L.ake trash unacceptable

For more than a week, waste has washed up on Lake Michigan beaches from Oceana

County north to Frankfort, including medical waste such as syringes found amid the junk

in some of the southern counties.

It was a repeat, though to a lesser extent, to waves of garbage that rolled onto a 200-mile

stretchofLakeMichiganbeaches—fromasfarsouthasSaugatucktoasfarnorthas

Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore — in 2008.

It’s a frustrating and potentially dangerous situation for Michigan residents who have to

pick up the mess, including bottles, straws, cups, cigarette butts and synnges.

Communities here bear the cost and residents take the risk, yet the source of the garbage

has apparently never been found, despite lots of evidence pointing the way.

In 2008 some of what washed up here included labels and addresses from the Milwaukee

area. This year, there is speculation that the junk was the result of a major combined

sewer overflow in the Milwaukee area in late July.

So what does it take to stop this? As it did in 2008, the U.S. Coast Guard has said it is

continuing to investigate the source of the material, but hasn’t yet identified its origin.

That year, the Coast Guard even said it was putting intelligence agents on the case, and

the Michigan Department of Environmental Qualits medical waste program also was in

on the investigation.

A Milwaukee Department of Public Works spokeswoman an 2008 said at was a mystery

to them, too, and their probe had hit a dead end. The city sanitation department doesn’t

haul residential waste to landfills near the lakefront and doesn’t license barges to carry

garbage on the Great Lakes. The junk that rolled onto a Manistee city beach in 2008—

where they hauled ottl2 cubic yards of stuffone morning — included a “No Dumping

Allowed” sign from the MIlwaukee County Park Commission. Not enough of a clue,

apparently.

Ironically, the trashing of the lake comes at a time when many pollution sources —

perhaps most — around the lake have been identified and shut down. Not all of them., of

course, but most.

Water quality in Grand Traverse Bay, for instance, has improved greatly in recent years,

though e-coli problems with runoffafter heavy rains continue to be a concern. Most of

the places where sewage or hoer drains ran right into the bay are a thing o(the past.

High water in Wisconsin may have contributed to some of the flotsam from across the

lake but that’s no excuse; we can’t end up with trashed beaches every time heavy rains hit

Milwaukee or anyplace else on the lake. They have to do better.



From: William E. Sundstrom (wes(rsbaUomcyS.COm)

To: trombonemsu(yahoo.com;
Date: Sat, September 11,2010 11:19:59 AM

Cc
Subject: Lake Michigan Beaches

Dear Commissioner Krolczyk — I read with much Interest your comments as reported In

tli• Manistee News Advocate rsiatlv• to trash on the Lake Michigan beaches. Pleas. see

my attached letter to the County Prosecutor and Sheriff In this regard.

I am a member of the Michigan Bar and a beachfront property owner in Manlst.e County,

as you can see from my letter. I am mad as hell about the failur, of the Coast Guard, St

al., to take this situation seriously. Michigan law provides that a citizen may sue the stats,

or any local unit of government as a prlvats attorneys general” to enforce the

environmental laws. Michigan law further provides for payment of that lawyers time and

costs In this regard, In certain circumstances. My l•tt attached Is the first step in

preparing to file such suit, If necessaiy. There are similar federal statues, although their

application Is not as broad as state law.

I encourage your Board of Commissioners to follow up with your County Sheriff and

Prosecuting Attorney in this regard.

For your Information, I will be In Manistee County starting this Thursday and will be there

virtually continuously until the end of October. Il you would like to discuss this matter

with me further, you may call me here in my office [toil free) at 14884774566 or at my

home on Lake Michigan at 88984666.

My best,

Bill Sundstrom

William E. Sundstrom, Esq.
Roee,Sundstrom, & Bentley,LLP
2548 Blalrstone Pines Or
Tallahassee, FL 32301
(850) 8774666 - telephone
(860)866-4029- facsImile



— Original Message —

From: .iimK
To: ttiam E Sundatrorn
Sent Saturday. September 11,2010 11:38AM
Sub4act Fw Lake Michigan trash.

This is the letter I emalled you about. Please comment when you have a chance. Thanks, Jim

— Forwarded Message —

Fronu Paid & Glnny Bossc*iem <oobosshuahes,net
To tromboneiisuvahOo.com
Sent Thu, September 9,20108:15:59 PM
Subjacb lake Michigan trash.

Jim: Read the article In the paper with great interest I think I know a person in the federal government that
might be able to help you or put pressure on the people that can Her nam, is Lana Pofladc She is a
pad senator aid this last summer has been appointed by Obama to be co-chairing and international
commission that protects USCanada boundary waters. Wien I heard this I talked to her about the Asian carp
and she told me it was on her agenda yesterday, today and wil be tomorrow I asked what her job was and
she told me she was in charge of aft the great takes or the federal government and reporting to the president I
have emailed her a couple of times and she has always gotten nght back to me Enclose is her address, email,
and phone numbers
I met her at my wifSS class reunion (50j in Ludlngton. Lana is a ludlngton Girl and she and her husband have
a condo on the waterfront in Ludkigton.

Lana Poltack Her maiden name was Schoenberger.
345 Sumac Lane
Ann Arbor, Ml. 48105
Email- lanpoollacki (umplI corn
Phones.734-683-9151 {celi) 734-223.4485

Sincerely

Paul Bosschem

8855 Johnson Road
KaIeva, Ml 49646
231-889-9025 Horn.
231-920-1843 Ceft
EmajI-oaboSShUahee.flet



From: Jim K (trombonemsu@yah00.cOm)
To: 1anapol1ack1(gmai1.com;
Date: Sun, September 12, 2010 3:22:07 PM

Cc:
Subject: Beach Garbage

Dear Lana Poilack,
My name is Jim Kroiczyk, a Manistee Kid, and now in my old age am a Manisee County

Commissioner. Just completing my first term and running again unopposed. I represent the 6th

District, which is one-half of the city of Manistee.

Two years ago, the city was hit by tons of garbage alone our beaches. Not only the city beaches

but along beaches in every township that borders Lake Michigan. The City got hit the hardest and

hauled tons of garbage to the landfill by dump trucks.

It is now happening again. In early August Western Michigan and all of Lake Michigan was hit by

a severe rain storm, esp. Chicago and Milwaukee. About 2 weeks after the storm we started to

again get garbage from our Wisconsin and Chicago friends. This time it was not bad in the city

beaches, however garbage was present all along our county shoreline..., some worse than others.

I am on a one man mission to stop the trash or get $ help from the source. I have talked to the

tJSCG, EPA, Alliance for the Great Lakes, and the National Response System and anyone else who

would listen. I also Informed our local newspaper and gave my findIngs in an article in the Sept.

9th edition.
That article found its way to some friends of yours, Paul & Ginny Bosschem. Paul sent me an

email and advised me to contact you. That Is why I am writing this email. I am happy to Introduce

myself and reason to ask for help if you think you can. If you like I can send you by US Mail what I

have.
I understand you are a Ludlngton Girl and a Schoenberger Kldl!!! Well, I wear a Dress on the

week-end, (play with the Scottville Clown Band)!! So, here we are, friends already’!
Thanks for your time, Jim Krolczyk

From: William E. Sundstrom (wes@rsbattorneys.com)
To: trombonemsu@yahoo.com;
Date: Sun, September 12, 2010 11:13:01 AM
Cc:
Subject: Re: Lake Michigan trash.

Commissioner, no I am talking about Lana Pollack as th. first point of contact. See the
attached, which follows up on the suggestion from Mr. Bosschem below. No harm in
followina up with the Coast Guard at the same tim., however. We called the Coast
Guard from our offices and asked the name of the Milwaukee Commandant, so that we
could wrlt himiher a letter, and were told that th. name Is some sort of state secret [In
the name of Homeland Securftyj if you can possibly fathom such BS.

I will b. in Michigan from Septemb.r 16th to 20th, but I must return to Florida that day in
order to make a important meeting here on the 21st, so I Just can not attend your
September 21st meetIng. When Is your next one after that?

I grew up in Cadillac and graduated from MSU in 1971. Go Green.
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PtPPENLIX

Gail Windpower

Duke Energy is currently developing a new commercial wind power project in

Manistee and Benzie counties, Michigan. The Gail Windpower Project will

consist of 56 wind turbines capable of generating 101 megawatts of clean,

renewable electricity — enough to power upto approximately 30,000 homes.

The first phase of the project will encompass approximately 8,000 acres of

land.

Duke Energy is working closely with landowners, government officials and

other stakeholder groups to make the Gail Windpower Project a reality. As is

our standard practice, we are also in contact with all appropriate state, county

and local agencies to thoroughly evaluate the potential impacts of construction

and windpower operations.

Landowner benefits include steady income from land-lease agreements, wind

turbine fees and revenue sharing. In addition, landowners can still use their

property for other purposes, including farming, ranching and recreation.

http://wwwduke-energycomJgai1wind/ 10/22/2010
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Community benefits include a new source of tax revenue that the community

can count on year after year, a large number of construction jobs (and a smaller

number of operations jobs), and emissions-free electricity generated locally.

Communities with wind energy projects also see an increase in direct and

indirect economic activity, particularly during the construction phase, when

hotels, restaurants, groceries, pharmacies, parts suppliers, service providers

and various other vendors benefit from additional business.

Duke Energy Generation Services, a commercial business unit of Duke Energy,

will develop, construct and operate the wind farm. We will commit to build the

project once a long-term power purchase agreement is in place.

Duke Energy is a proven leader in developing, owning and operating utility-

scale wind power projects. The company currently has seven commercial wind

farms in operation in three states — Pennsylvania, Texas and Wyoming —

totaling 735 megawatts. With the addition of two new wind power projects —

one in Colorado and another in Wyoming — Duke Energy will have nearly

1,000 megawatts in operation by the end of 2010.

If you are a landowner in Arcadia, Pleasanton or a nearby township, please

contact us by sending an e-mail to windenergyinfoduke-energv.com

(mailto:windenergvinfoduke-energv.corn) or calling (231) 882-9626.

Gail Windpower Project Presentation

(7docs/GailWindpowerProjectPresentation.pps) (pps, 2075 KB)

Wind Power Projects Fact Sheet /pdfsJWind-Power-Projects-Fact

Siiiet.pdfl (pdf, 657 KB)

Inside Wind Power Fact Sheet (/pdfs/Inside-Wind-Pos er-Fact

Sheet.pdf) (pdf, 3640 KB)

Wind Power: Educational Information for Kids (!pdfslWind-Power

Education- For- Kids.pdf) (pdf, 2104 KB)

http://www.duke—energycom/gai1wind/ 1 (>/22/201 0
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Duke Energy Renewable & Clean Energy Initiatives (/pdfs/Renewable

-Clean-Energy-Initiatives-Fact.pdf) (pdf, 290 KB)

ç)Duke Energy Corporation All Rights Reserved

http://www.duke-energy.com!gaiIwind! 10/22/2010


